Background 


Th© Latvian resistance movement in foreign countries is* like the Estonian 
one* divided into two large and often antagonistic groups* the Ulmanists 
and the Democrats * The division Between the two camps dates back to the 
coup d 1J etat carried out on 15 May 193^ by President Karlis Ulmanis, at that 
time Prime Minister of Latvia, and General BaXodis, his Comirtander-in-Ghief . 
This coup was on the model of the Estonian one carried out on 12 March 193^ 
by President P&ts and General Laidoner. Both coups, but especially the 
Latvian one* were motivated by fear of Soviet occupation after the advent 
of Hitler in Germany « This fact, however, is not known to the general 
public or even to the majority of high Latvian and Estonian officials^ and 
the memory of the coup continues to divide the people, even in exile, into 
two camps. 

2. In Latvian academic circles, as in Estonian ones, which are the bearers 
of political thought and leadership, the line of division coincides to a 
great extent with the historical but, to an onlooker, ridiculous line of 
division between the H color«wearing w academic fraternities, on one band P 
and the *non-colore&* academic societies, on the other. After the dis- 
solution of all political parties in 193^ by Ulmanis-Balodis in Latvia 
and P&ts-Lai&oner in Estonia, the fraternities and societies were, on the 
whole, considered the two remaining large political, opponents. It was 
assumed that the colored* sponsored the authoritarian regime and that 
the M non-colored w represented the more democrat leal. 3y minded opposition. 

This division was arbitrary, but continues to exist in exile and explains 
to a great extent the variety of refuge© organizations and papers, their 
mutual relations, personal attitudes* and the information circulated about 
each other. 

3 * In reality, both groups — the Ulmanists and the Democrats, or the M colored” 
and the ^non-colored* — ■ have the same aims 2 their proper establishment as 
displaced persona In foreign countries and the restoration of their freedom 
and Independence. 

Ao Finally, between the Estonians and the Latvians, both at home and in exile, 
there is an important difference: While Estonia in 193$ succeeded in intro- 
ducing by popular vote a new and democratic constitution, Latvia, because of 
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more complicated horn© conditions, failed to do this when the Soviet assault 
in 1939 and the subsequent occupation in 1940 came. Latvian Democrats, as 
a result, have felt themselves to be "a nation without a constitution 1 * since 
the 1934 coup of Ulmani s-Balodi s • They refer, therefore, to the Constitution 
of 1922-1934, in accordance with which Dishop Reneans (pronounced "Rantsans* ) , 
at present a refugee in Germany, as former Deputy Speaker of the Latvian 
Parliament dissolved by Ulmani s-Balodis, is constitutionally the trustee of 
the rights and duties of the President of Latvia. The Ulmaniets, on the 
other hand, point to the fact that President Ulmanls, before his deportation 
to the Soviet Union in 1940, succeeded in giving certain, but not quite clear, 
constitutional powers to ftarlis Zarinsh, Latvian Minister to London. In 
reality, it seems that these powers cover only the appointment of Latvian 
representatives in foreign countries. 



5o President Uimanie, when entrusting Minister Zarinsh at London in 1940 with 
certain exceptional powers, undoubtedly had in mind the creation of a Latvian 
independence and restoration movement in foreign countries. There were at 
that time, however, no Latvian refugees in foreign countries. 

6. On the other hand, in 1943^44, during the German occupation of the Baltic 
States, four major Latvian political parties ~ the Farmers, .Hew Farmers 
(i.e*, settlers as a result of the agrarian reform), Liberals or Democrats, 
and Social Democrats — constituted render ground a secret resistance center 
called the Latvian Central Council (IDF; Latvijas Centrala Fadome). When 
Germany collapsed in the Baltic, four leading members of the Latvian Central 
Council, among others, escaped to Germany (Klive, Blodnieekss, Kruka, Bast Jane) 
and four others to Sweden (Bruno Kalnina, Cakste, Gielens, and Salnais)* 

Salnais wasMinister to Sweden* This group completed its membership mainly 
from parliamentary circles and is at present the most active Latvian political 
group in Western Bur ope. It has a center in Germany and another in Sweden, 
of which the group in Sweden, headed by Bruno Kalnins (Social Democrat), 
chiefly for reasons of communications, is the more active group. It recognizes 
the authority of Bishop Rancani* but also works in close contact with Minister 
Zarinsh in London and the successor to Dr. Alfred Bilraanlse late Latvian 
Minister to Washington. Before the death in 1948 of Salnais, his home was 
the headquarters of the group. After the death of Salnais, f&ldemar© Kreicberg* 
former secretary of the Latvian Legation at Stockholm, became formally the 
successor to Minister Salnais; but, because of hi© work at the American Lega- 
tion at Stockholm, Kreicberg declared that he could consider himself charge 
&*af^ires ad Interim only nominally and on condition that Mrs. Salnais, an 
intelligent woman, would carry on with the practical side of the work as before. 
The homes of Bruno Kalnins and Mrs. Salnais * therefore® remain the headquarters 
of the group In Sweden. 

?. Bruno Kalnins, son of the late Dr. Paul Kalnina, Speaker of the Latvian 

Parliament, la the acknowledged leader and soul of the group. According to 
his friends and foes alike, he has ^vezy much improved lately". The remark 
undoubtedly has reference to Bruno Kalnins 9 earlier extreme political, radi- 
calism. By the Ulmanlsts,he is reproached for having been in 1940 the chief 
political adviser or "politruk" of the Latvian Arrsy during the "popular- 
democratic" period; but, according to reliable witnesses, Kalnins accepted 
the post at the request of Commander-In-Chief Gen. Balodie and after a corres- 
ponding decision of the Latvian Social Democratic Party Executive . In the 
faca of obvious Soviet breach of promise and subsequent sovletization of 
Latvia, he resigned. 

8. The Latvian Central Council at the present appears to consist of the following 
members (the list may be incomplete ) i 

$ Bishop Joseph Rancane, head of the group; 

Kruka, Liberal, Secretaiy general of XGP, Bsslingen, Germany; 

Klive® representing Old Farmers; 

Blodnieeks, Hew Farmers 

Bast Jana, Social Democrat, former Minister of Finance; 

Duke® Catholic® secondary school headmaster 
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Among other things, this group is in close contact with Liepine at 
Esslingen, US Zone of Germany » former President of the Latvian Bed 
Cross, Lord Mayor of Elga, and former Latvian Minister to Estonia* 

In Swedens Bruno Kalnine, Chairman of the group; 

Ex-Foreign Minister Cielens, Social Democrat; 

Janls Brelks, Liberal, la%yer, Member of Parliament, chairman 
of the Latvian Committee in Sweden; 

Justice Mintauts Cakste, Liberal; 

General Tepfers, Liberal; 

Grins, Liberal; 

Dr. Ogrins, Social Democrat; 

Mrs. Bruno Kalnine, Social Democrat; 

Prof. Telkraans, Agrarian; 

Asst* Prof* Teidia, Agrarian; 

Engineer Lalmanls, Agrarian; 

Gardner Schalz, Agrarian; 

Eampars, former official of Latvian Liquor Monopoly; 

Bruks * Catholic; 

Bubnis, Catholic; ex-M ember of Parliamant; 

Mrs* Salnaia* 

9m the semi-weekly unofficial mouthpiece of the LOP in Sweden, 

is edited by ex-Foreign Minister Cieleaa and Bruno Kalnine. It has an 
editorial council consisting of Cakste, Grins, Tepfers, and Schreibcrs (?}, 
and & circulation of some 2,000 copies all over the world. 

10* Latv.iu Vardas * also a semi-weekly, issued by Koran, Johaasons, forks, 0 $?©Xb c 
and Kroders (?), is the somewhat more conservative paper of the Ulmanists, 
or the B color ed* group* 



II* Because the initials of the Gentral Council of Latvians (LOP; Latviesu 

Gentrala Padome) in Germany are identical with those of the Latvian Gentral 
Council (see above), the two groups are sometimes confused. But, while the 
Latvian Central Council is distinctly a political group, the Central Council 
of Latvians is a purely refugee relief organization* Both are represented 
In a third central organisation, the Latvian National Council. ‘Phe Central 
Council of Latvians is represented on this council by Its executive, called 
the Latvian Gentral Comnittee (Latviesu Gentrala Komibeja). 


I2« The Latvipn National Council (LNP; Latviesu National Padome), Delmond (or 
Belmont) or Gai sling en {?), US Zone of Germany* was founded on 12 July 19^8 
in Delmond in an attempt to unitsall Latvian political and other groups in 
exile around the Latvian Gentral Council (Bishop Eancans), which itself is 
represented on the National Council by 12 delegates. The National Council 
Is considered by many Latvians as the supreme parliamentary organisation in 
exile; but other patriotic Latvians point to the extreme heterogeneity of its 
composition, considerjxhefficient, and place the Latvian Central Council 
( Bishop Eancans) on top of all active Latvian refuge© organization©, The 
National Council is headed by Zelms, former Minister of Public Education and 
Director of Public Education in the German-directed * self-government® 1 of Latvia* 


jafcEAaa-SaaaAMga 

13. The Latvian Committees Tagt&anaagat an 13 , Stockholm, 1* exclusively a refugee 
organization occupied with sending parcels, books, food, and other relief from 
Sweden to Latvian fellow-refugees in Germany and elsewhere. It is headed by 
Janls Breiks (see above) who is aided by Miss Krelcberg, sister of Taldemars 
Kreicbergs, American Embassy, Economic Section, Stockholm, 
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1 5» £he Latvian National JSind, Stockholm* Is a recent organization* on the 
model of the older Estonian National Eund* for the collection of money 
among Latvian refugee* for propaganda* publication of works* and travel 
tc important international Baltic gatherings* October 1948, it had 
succeeded in collecting some 4*000 kr* from some 3*500 Latvian refugees 
in Sweden* 


COUnDB^M- 


Approved For Release 2001/03/05 : CIA-RDP82-00457R002500520007-4 


